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AGREEMENT

between

the Council of Europe

and

the Ministry of Natural Resources and Spatial Planning of the Republic of Slovenia

on the funding of the project
“Fund for the Convention for the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats
(Bern Convention)”


This agreement, hereinafter referred to as the “Agreement”, is made

BETWEEN	the Ministry of Natural Resources and Spatial Planning of the Republic of Slovenia, hereinafter referred to as the “Donor”

AND	the Council of Europe, hereinafter referred to as the “Council of Europe”

Jointly referred to as the “Parties”;

WHEREAS	the Donor wishes to contribute financially to the Council of Europe project entitled “Fund for the Convention for the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention)”, hereinafter referred to as the “Project”

WHEREAS	the Council of Europe is prepared to accept and administer the contribution, offered by the Donor, in accordance with the Council of Europe Financial Regulations, and the terms set out hereinafter in this Agreement;

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the representations, warranties and mutual agreement of the Parties set forth in this Agreement, the Parties have agreed as follows:


Article 1 – Scope and objective

0. The present Agreement regulates the award by the Donor of a contribution with a view to the implementation of the Project entitled “Fund for the Convention for the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention)”, (VC 3428), described in Appendix I to this Agreement.

0. The contribution is awarded to the Council of Europe under the conditions stipulated in the present Agreement, made up of the clauses of the present Agreement and its Appendices.

0. The Council of Europe accepts the contribution and undertakes to carry out the project under its responsibility and to resort to the contribution only for the financing of the expenses related to the project and exposed in the budget of the project herein enclosed in Appendix II.

0. The Donor shall make every effort to respect the payment dates specified in Article 3 of this Agreement. Where it is not possible to meet the relevant dates, the Donor shall inform the Council of Europe in advance.

0. The Parties agree to provide all information necessary for the good functioning of this Agreement and to apply the highest degree of transparency and accountability as well as the principles of good governance, sustainable development and gender equality.

0. The Parties shall promptly inform each other of any circumstances that interfere or threaten to interfere with the successful implementation of this Agreement. In particular, the Council of Europe shall immediately inform the Donor of any cases of suspected or actual fraud, corruption or other illegal activity that come to its attention, at any level or any stage of implementation of the Project. 

Article 2 – Implementation of the Project 

The Project described in Appendix I shall be implemented by the Council of Europe from 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2027.

Article 3 – Financing of the Project and disbursement of the contribution

0. The total cost of the project eligible for financing by the Donor is estimated at 2,200,000 Euros, according to the budget in Appendix II.

0. The Donor undertakes to finance the Project in an amount not to exceed 9,750 Euros. The contribution of the Donor shall be paid in two instalments, in the following manner:

· 6,500 Euros upon signature by the Parties of the present Agreement and within 30 days after presentation to the Donor of the request for payment (Appendix III);

· 3,250 Euros by 30 April 2026, and within 30 days after presentation to the Donor of a request for payment.

0.2. Requests for payment shall be made by using the model in Appendix III.

0.3. The Council of Europe shall endeavour to obtain exemption from custom duties, import/export fees, and value added tax, social taxes or similar charges, which may be due for the implementation of the Project. However, should taxes be payable, these shall be paid from the contribution. 

0.4. In compliance with the objectives of the project, and notwithstanding the indications contained in the budget of the project, transfers of funds from one budget line to another within a single budget heading, or between main budget headings up to a maximum variation of 15%, are acceptable without requiring a written decision by the Parties. Any other transfers shall be subject to a written decision by the Parties, providing the reasons necessitating the transfer and the consequences of such transfer for the implementation of the Project.

0.5. The Council of Europe shall notify the Donor should any amount of the contribution remain unutilized after the completion of the Project. Such unutilized amount of the contribution shall be repaid by the Council of Europe to the Donor within 30 days of the acceptance by the Donor of the final financial report submitted by the Council of Europe, unless the Donor provides specific guidance for the use of the balance in writing. 

Article 4 – Progress and Financial Reports

4.1.	The Council of Europe shall keep the Donor informed of the implementation of the Project. To this end, the Council of Europe shall submit to the Donor progress (narrative) and financial reports illustrating the implementation of the Project in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 4.2 below. These reports shall be certified by the Project Manager and shall, in particular, present the results achieved, the means deployed, and a financial report certified by the Treasurer of the Council of Europe, detailing the funds received for the financing of the project and the expenditure incurred in the execution of the project.

0. Progress and financial reports shall be presented annually, covering implementation of the Project during the previous calendar year. The reports shall be submitted to the Donor within three months following the end of the relevant period of implementation of the Project. 

0. The final report shall be submitted to the Donor within three months of the end of the Project to cover the entire period of the Project.

0. The report schedule is the following: 
· progress and financial reports shall be submitted before 31 March 2026;
· progress and financial reports shall be submitted before 31 March 2027;
· the final report shall be submitted no later than 31 March 2028.

Article 5 – Audit and checks

The Contribution shall be subject to the auditing procedures laid down in the Council of Europe rules and procedures. The Organisation will certify, through its progress report and certified financial report, that the funds have been used in accordance with the intended purpose and that the financial data contained in the report is in accordance with the Council of Europe’s financial records. It will further certify that all expenditures have been made in accordance with the Organisation’s Financial Regulations, which provide for a detailed procedure of internal control and an annual external verification of the accounts by the external auditor whose report is transmitted to the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe.

Article 6 – Liability 

6.1. 	The financial responsibility of the Donor under this Agreement is limited to funding the amount indicated at Article 3 above. The Agreement does not provide or imply, directly or indirectly any responsibility or liability of the Donor for any other claims for damages, loss or injury from a third party, which the Council of Europe may sustain in consequence of or arising out of the implementation of the Project and the contractual relationship and/or partnerships entered into by the Council of Europe for the purpose of the Project.

6.2.	The contribution shall be accepted by the Council of Europe on the understanding that: 
1. The contribution shall be used and administered in accordance with the financial regulations and other applicable internal rules and procedures of the Council of Europe;
1. The Council of Europe commits itself only within the limits of its mandate and competence;
1. Extraneous factors beyond the Council of Europe’s control may impede the successful implementation of the Project in question;
1. The Donor releases the Council of Europe from any liability for not returning the contribution partially or entirely, in the event of unsuccessful implementation of the Project, in the event that such funds have been transferred by the Council of Europe to implementing partners, engaged for the purpose of implementation of the Project, and cannot be recovered by the Council of Europe from implementing partners.

6.3. 	The Council of Europe shall not be held responsible for the unsuccessful implementation of the Project, resulting from the fact that the Council of Europe personnel and/or the Council of Europe contractors and partners, as the case may be, have not been granted, by the countries involved in the Project financed by this contribution:
1. access to the sites, equipment and facilities where activities are undertaken to ensure effective implementation and oversight;
1. the necessary site security and personnel safety;
1. any necessary visas and travel documents.

Article 7 – Code of conduct and conflict of interest

7.1.	Ethical standards
The Parties shall observe the highest ethical standards during the implementation of the Agreement, and shall ensure the application of adequate and effective means to prevent unethical practices and/or behaviour. The Council of Europe confirms that its own relevant internal rules and regulations provide for the standards as established in this Article.

7.2.	Gifts
If one of the Parties or staff members offer to give, or agree to offer or agree to give, or give to any person, any bribe, gift, gratuity or commission as an inducement or reward for doing or forbearing to do any act in relation to this Agreement, or for showing favour or disfavour to any person in relation to this Agreement, the other Party may terminate this Agreement forthwith, without prejudice to any accrued rights of the Council of Europe under the Agreement.

7.3.	Conflict of interest
The Parties shall take all necessary measures to prevent or end any situation that could compromise the impartial and objective execution of this Agreement. Such conflict of interests could arise in particular as a result of economic interest, political or national affinity, family or emotional ties, or any other relevant connection or shared interest. Any potential conflict of interest must be notified in writing to the other Party without delay.

The Parties should refrain from entering into any contractual relationship, which could compromise their independence or that of their personnel employed. If one of the Parties fails to maintain such independence, the other Party may, without prejudice to compensation for any damage, which it may have suffered on this account, terminate this Agreement forthwith, without giving formal notice thereof.

7.4.	Professional secrecy and confidentiality
Both Parties and their personnel employed, be that contractually or nominally engaged, shall maintain professional secrecy for the duration of this Agreement and three years after completion thereof. In this connection, except with the prior written consent of the other Party, neither Party nor the personnel employed shall at any time communicate to any person or entity any information that may adversely affect the successful implementation of the Project. This is without prejudice to any existing obligations to disclose information to the organs of the Council of Europe, the Donor or for auditing purposes.

Both Parties undertake to preserve the confidentiality of reports, documents and any information exchanged in pursuance of the present Agreement.

Article 8 – Publicity

The Council of Europe will acknowledge the contribution provided by the Donor in publicity about the project.

Article 9 – Assignment

The present Agreement, and all rights and obligations attached thereto, may not be assigned to a third party without the prior agreement of the Parties to the Agreement.

Article 10 – Entry into force – duration, amendments and termination

10.1.	This Agreement shall be provisionally applied from the date of last signature and shall enter into force on the thirtieth day following the date of last signature by the duly authorised representatives of the Parties. The agreement shall remain in force until the complete execution of the obligations deriving from it. 

10.2. 	The Agreement can be modified by mutual consent at the initiative of either Party. Any modification of the Agreement shall be subject to the written approval of both Parties.

10.3.	Should a Party fail, without any justification, to fulfil any one of its essential obligations under the present Agreement, the other Party may terminate the present Agreement by serving a one month written notice and without being required to pay compensation.

10.4.	If, for reasons beyond the reasonable control of the Council of Europe, it becomes impossible or extremely difficult to pursue implementation of the project, the Council of Europe may terminate the present Agreement, without giving notice and without paying compensation of any kind.

10.5.	In case of termination of the present Agreement pursuant to the terms of paragraphs 10.3 and 10.4 above, the Council of Europe shall reimburse the balance of the contribution, in the amount not used for the execution of the project nor committed for expenses from which the Council of Europe cannot reasonably disengage itself.

Article 11 – General provisions

11.1. 	The Appendices shall form an integral part of the Agreement. Where there are discrepancies or conflicts between or among this Agreement and its Appendices, the document to prevail shall be the Agreement.

11.2. 	Nothing in or relating to this Agreement shall be deemed a waiver of any of the privileges and immunities enjoyed by the Council of Europe and its staff.

Article 12 – Dispute settlement 

The Parties shall seek to settle amicably any differences or disputes arising from or relating to the implementation of this Agreement and shall not have recourse to any judicial proceedings.

Article 13 – Contacts and Bank Details

13.1.	Any communication made in the framework of the present Agreement must be in writing, state the number and the title of the project and be sent to the following addresses:

[bookmark: _Hlk54709998]For the Donor:	Ms Maja Humar
Ministry of Natural Resources and Spatial Planning
Dunajska cesta 48
SI-1000 Ljubljana
maja.humar@gov.si

For the Council of Europe:	Mr Claus Neukirch
Director
Directorate of Programme Co-ordination (DPC)
Council of Europe
F-67075 Strasbourg CEDEX
claus.neukirch@coe,int

13.2.	The address of either Party may be changed upon submission of a written notification thereof to the other Party.

13.3.	Unless expressly specified otherwise by the Council of Europe, all payments shall be transferred by the Donor to the following Council of Europe bank account:

SOCIETE GENERALE STRASBOURG
IBAN CODE: FR 76 3000 3023 6000 1500 1718 672
SWIFT CODE: SOGEFRPP
HOLDER: Conseil de l’Europe – Secrétariat Général
Reference to quote: VC 3428



Done in two originals in the English language.


Strasbourg,               July 2025	Strasbourg,                 July 2025

For the Ministry of Natural Resources	For the Council of Europe
and Spatial Planning of the Republic of Slovenia









_________________________________	_________________________
Ambassador Berta Mrak	Mr Bjørn Berge
Permanent Representative of Slovenia 	Deputy Secretary General
to the Council of Europe
Appendix I
I. General Information
A. Identification
Title of the project:
Fund for the Convention for the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention)
Project reference number:
VC 3428
Project manager responsible:
Marc HORY,  
Michael NGUYEN,  
B. Project outline
Geographic scope of the project:
Romania; Georgia; Netherlands; Tunisia; Slovenia; Senegal; Iceland; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Slovak Republic; Croatia; United Kingdom; Luxembourg; Hungary; Ireland; Switzerland; Montenegro; Malta; Latvia; Greece; Germany; Norway; Estonia; Italy; Morocco; Czech Republic; Denmark; Türkiye; Bulgaria; North Macedonia; Portugal; Poland; Burkina Faso; Liechtenstein; Lithuania; Azerbaijan; France; Spain; Sweden; Belgium; Finland; Serbia; Armenia; Monaco; Andorra; Ukraine; Republic of Moldova; Austria; Albania; Cyprus
Location of the project:
The project will be managed from the Headquarters of the Council of Europe
Target group(s):
Specialised Ministries on environment /Environment and nature protection Agencies and in all 50 Contracting Parties to the Bern Convention; observer NGOs/CSOs to the Convention; individuals that have submitted a complaint to the Convention.
End beneficiaries:
Large public, local land users, protected areas managers and staff, national agencies and nature institutes’ staff
Relation to the judgments of the ECHR
While the European Convention on Human Rights does not mention the environment, the Court has so far ruled in over 300 environment-related cases invoking issues under Articles 2, 3, 6(1), 8, 10, 11, 13 and Article 1 of Protocol No.1 to the Convention.
Core issues identified by Council of Europe monitoring bodies addressed:
 
Proposed duration of the project:
48 months
Proposed budget:
EUR 2 200 000
C. Project description
Healthy natural eco-systems are vital. They support a diversity of species and underpin the Earth’s ability to provide for people’s prosperity and well-being. Biodiversity, however, is in accelerating decline. There is an urgent need for a step-change in  humanity’s response to this. The Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention) is an international legal reference instrument in the field of nature conservation which entered into force in 1982. It is ratified by 50 Contracting Parties. The Bern Convention enables cooperation and coordination across borders, and contributes to building bridges between science and citizens, and uniting governments and society at large in a common endeavour. It connects environmental protection with human rights and democracy in the framework of the Council of Europe’s core values and priorities and makes a distinctive contribution to the UN Sustainable Development Goals and to global agreements on nature and climate change. The project aim is to assist Contracting Parties to the Bern Convention in implementing the Bern Convention and strengthening the conservation of wild flora and fauna and natural habitats in Europe, by halting declines in biodiversity, leading to recovery of wildlife and habitats, improving the lives of people and contributing to the health of the planet. This project will contribute to the achievement of the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, in particular with regards to Goals 13, 14 and 15.
The expected outcomes of the project are to reinforce the implementation of the Bern Convention standards in the field of biodiversity conservation in the 50 Contracting Parties, in support of the achievement of relevant UN SDGs and to improve the understanding of relevant institutions, the wider public, civil society stakeholders and Parties of issues related to the conservation of wild flora and fauna and natural habitats.
To contribute to these outcomes, the Bern Convention will facilitate cooperation and coordination among the main stakeholders through dedicated fora. New standards on urgent biodiversity conservation issues will be issued, where a need is identified. Progresses in the implementation of existing obligations and standards of the Convention will be regularly monitored and, where needed, support will be offered through capacity building activities. Awareness sessions and communication campaigns on the need to conserve species of wild flora and fauna and their habitats will be organised to promote Bern Convention standards.
The main project target group are the Ministries specialised on environment and biodiversity conservation in the 49 State Parties to the Convention and, for the European Union, DG Environment of the European Commission. Other relevant agencies, i.e. on environment, climate change, protected areas, etc. are secondary target groups, although their involvement in the various activities to be organised varies. CSOs, as well as managers of protected areas, are also important partners in the implementation of the project. 
II. Rationale and justification
A. Policy & programme context
The Bern Convention is the main legal instrument in the field of biological diversity at pan-European level, having been ratified by forty nine States and the European Union, encompassing the entire European Continent and beyond, following the ratification by four African States.
The main mission of the Bern Convention is to ensure that wild flora, fauna and habitats are maintained at, or restored to a favourable conservation status.
Since the adoption of the UN Agenda 21 and later the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the current Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the objectives of the Bern Convention are largely in line with the goals included in the global agenda. Bern Convention activities contribute in particular to the achievement of SDG 13, SDG 14 and SDG  15.  At its 39th meeting, the Standing Committee mandated the development of a vision for the Bern Convention to 2030, which was then adopted at its 41st meeting in 2021. The vision relates to key elements of the Post 2020 Global Biodiversity Framework adopted by the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity at the 15th meeting of the Conference of the parties (COP15) in December 2022 in Montreal, Canada. The vision is supplemented by a Strategic Plan for the Bern Convention for the period to 2030 .  
B. Problem analysis and needs assessment
Wildlife and natural habitats are vital for all life. They underpin human food, water and energy security, health and well-being, and they are critical to the regulation of climatic cycles and the quality of air, water and soil. Biodiversity however is in serious decline. Changes in land and sea use, overexploitation, climate change, pollution, and invasive alien species have made ecosystem collapse one of the biggest threats facing humanity in the next decade. According to the latest global assessments, goals for conserving nature and achieving sustainable use cannot be met by current trajectories, and they may only be achieved through changes at a “transformative” scale, across economic, social, political and technological fields.
The challenge is therefore stark. Cause for hope and optimism however can be found in progressive forms of international cooperation, public support, and policies backed by sound science. The Bern Convention specialises in these, and it continues to be well placed to offer an achievable agenda for the region it covers and a model for the wider world. Its mechanisms for international cooperation, stable frameworks of norms and standards, effective and adaptive mechanisms for monitoring, assessment and accountability, and its tradition of governments, civil society and businesses working together, all offer a positive foundation for the future.
C. Coherence and complementarity with other ongoing actions
Through the implementation of its programme of work, the Bern Convention contributes to the achievement of the world biodiversity targets agreed upon at the level of UN Convention on
 Biological Diversity as well as to the Sustainable Development Goals, in particular to SDGs 13, 14 and 15. 
D. Comparative advantage / added value
The Bern Convention is the only pan-European treaty for the conservation and sustainable use of species and habitats, with 50 Contracting Parties (including four African States and the European Union) and active since 1979. Being an instrument of the Council of Europe, it provides coherent linkage between environmental protection and frameworks for human rights, democratic governance and inclusive participation. It embodies the principles of participation and transparency, fully involving relevant governmental and non-governmental organisations as well as wider society.
III. Logframe
A. Logframe
Impact
The conservation of wild flora and fauna and natural habitats in Europe is strengthened, by halting declines in biodiversity, leading to recovery of wildlife and habitats, mitigating and adapting to the impact of climate change, improving the lives of people and contributing to the health of the planet.
Intermediate outcome(s)
.
Competent authorities for biodiversity conservation and relevant stakeholders in the 50 Contracting Parties reinforce the implementation of the Bern Convention standards in the field of biodiversity conservation, in support of the achievement of relevant UN SDGs.  
Immediate outcome(s)
.
National biodiversity policies, regulations and other relevant instruments of Contracting Parties are aligned with Bern Convention standards.
.
Compliance with the provisions of the Bern Convention is improved.
.
Competent authorities for biodiversity conservation, civil society actors and the general public improve their understanding of issues related to the conservation of wild flora and fauna and natural habitats.
Outputs
.
New standards on urgent biodiversity conservation issues are developed.
.
Progress in the implementation of existing obligations/guidance/standards of the Convention on various biodiversity issues is enhanced.
.
Civil society contributes to improving institutional capacity to address urgent issues facing biodiversity.
.
Bern Convention standards and activities are promoted and knowledge of relevant stakeholders is strengthened.
IV. Methodology
The project will work on different complementary strands to reach its objectives:  
The Groups of Experts, Working Groups and similar scientific/technical meetings and networks established under the Bern Convention will meet and review the implementation of the Convention and work to identify urgent biodiversity issues which require new guidance and standards. The Groups of Experts are made up of representatives of the Contracting Parties specialised in specific topics or issues relevant to the Convention, representatives of  NGOs with particular expertise and other observer;
Talented external consultants will support the Secretariat as mandated by the Standing Committee to implement the programme of activities;  
When necessary, on-site-visits will be conducted to monitor the implementation of the Convention;  
Communication, awareness raising activities and tools as well as trainings will be developed to promote Bern Convention standards and activities;
the Standing Committee of the Bern Convention meets on a yearly basis to review the implementation of the programme of work, provide guidance on its further development and measures that should be taken to achieve the Convention’s objectives and improve its effectiveness.
V. Human resources
The Secretariat of the Bern Convention will be responsible for the implementation of the project. The responsibilities will be divided as follows:
Project supervisor - high level decisions on politically or financially sensitive issues; 
Project managers - operational and administrative decisions on project content coordination of implementation of project activities, communication with external partners;
Project assistant -submission of PO requests and financial reports to CCM, revising, updating and reporting of the project.
VI. Stakeholder engagement and dissemination
The Bern Convention promotes a democratic and participatory approach in all its functioning. Since its drafting, signature and entry into force, the Convention has sought and facilitated the participation of Civil Society Organisations in its standard setting, decision-making and monitoring of implementation.
Non-governmental organisations working on nature conservation, at the national or international level, can apply for observer status and actively participate in meetings of the Standing Committee, Groups of Experts, Working Groups and other dedicated fora.
In addition, NGOs play a critical watchdog role in monitoring the implementation of the Convention on the ground, such as for the case-file system, as well as providing useful information on the follow-up of Recommendations previously adopted by the Standing Committee.
VII. Cross-cutting issues
With the adoption of Recommendation No. 192 (2017) on mainstreaming a gender equality perspective in the implementation of the Convention as well as in the work of the Convention Secretariat, Contracting Parties are invited to consider a gender equality perspective.    
Human rights and environmental protection are interdependent. While a safe, clean and healthy environment is essential for the enjoyment of human rights, the exercise of human rights including the right to freedom of expression, education, participation and remedy is vital to the protection of the environment. 
VIII. Risk management
Pre-condition assumptions
The main assumption of the project is that Contracting Parties are willing to provide voluntary contributions, that stakeholders are willing to cooperate and the target group allocates adequate resources to biodiversity conservation.
IX. Governance and project board
The Standing Committee to the Bern Convention, as stipulated in Article 13 of the Convention, is the governing body of the Bern Convention. It includes all Contracting Parties as well as observer States and organisations, both governmental and non-governmental, at the national and international level. 
The Standing Committee establishes the Programme of Activities, ensures that the use of voluntary contributions is consistent with the aims of the project. The Standing Committee to the Bern Convention regularly reviews project activities.  
The Bureau of the Standing Committee assists the Chair of the Standing Committee in conducting the Committee’s business, within the mandate that has been given, supervises the preparation of meetings at the Committee’s request, ensures the continuity between meetings as necessary, including overseeing and providing direction for the case-file management and executes other additional specific tasks as delegated by the Committee. It includes the Chair of the Standing Committee, the Vice-chair, the previous Chair, and two additional Bureau members, and is assisted by the Secretariat.
The Secretariat of the Bern Convention will ensure the co-ordination of the implementation of the activities financed through the Fund resources. The Secretariat will also ensure that, in all activities financed by the Fund, visibility is given to the Fund and the donors, and that in the Council of Europe’s publications and communications with beneficiaries, stakeholders and the media, appropriate visibility is given to the Fund and the donors. The Secretariat of the Bern Convention will report regularly to the Standing Committee and to donors on implemented activities. 
X. Monitoring and evaluation
The Bern Convention has a twofold monitoring mechanism. Parties are required to report on a biennial basis on the extent to which they complied with their obligations and in the framework of the case-file system which is based on complaints for possible breaches of the Convention that can be submitted by NGOs or even private citizens.  
Ad hoc monitoring through (but not limited to) reporting templates, questionnaires, dashboards, databases, scoreboards, will take place according to the needs identified by the Standing Committee. The Standing Committee to the Bern Convention will regularly review project activities.  
XI. Sustainability of results
Contracting Parties to the Bern Convention are expected to comply with the provisions of the Convention. The project aims to provide additional support and assistance to ensure that these provisions are embedded in national strategies and legislations and that Parties are in capacity to put them into practice.
XII. Communication and visibility
The Standing Committee of the Bern Convention recognises the importance of raising awareness to develop shared responsibility, encourage private efforts and voluntary compliance with biodiversity conservation standards. In this sense, Bern Convention standards will be promoted throughout the project period through dedicated activities and, indirectly, through the participation of the Bern Convention to meetings of other Multilateral Environmental Agreements. Activities funded through voluntary contributions will be given visibility on a dedicated website.
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Appendix III
REQUEST FOR PAYMENT

Date of request:     July 2025

For the attention of:	Ms Maja Humar
Ministry of Natural Resources and Spatial Planning
Dunajska cesta 48
SI-1000 Ljubljana



Project ref: VC 3428
Project title:	Fund for the Convention for the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention)


Dear Ms Humar,

I hereby request the first instalment of the voluntary contribution offered by Slovenia for the above-mentioned project.

The amount requested is €6,500.

The payment should be made to the following bank account:

	COUNCIL OF EUROPE BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS 

	SOCIETE GENERALE STRASBOURG

	 
	Bank
30003
	Agency
02360
	Account No.
00150017186
	Code
72

	IBAN CODE
	FR 76 3000 3023 6000 1500 1718 672

	SWIFT CODE 
	SOGEFRPP

	ACCOUNT OWNER
	Council of Europe - Secrétariat Général

	REFERENCE
	VC 3428



Yours sincerely, 







Claus Neukirch
Director
Directorate of Programme Co-ordination
Council of Europe
image1.emf
Description Unit # of units

Unit rate 

(in EUR)

Cost 

(in EUR)

1 Human resources

1.1 Local

1.1.1 Local team

1.1.1.1 Senior project manager Per month

1.1.1.2 Project manager Per month

1.1.1.3 Senior project officer Per month

1.1.1.4 Project officer Per month

1.1.1.5 Linguistic assistant Per month

1.1.1.6 Financial assistant Per month

1.1.1.7 Project assistant Per month

1.1.2 Local long-term consultant Per month

1.1.3 Local short-term consultant Per day

1.2 International

1.2.1 Project management HQ

1.2.1.1 Senior project manager Per month

1.2.1.2 Project manager Per month 48              12,200            585,600            

1.2.1.3 Senior project officer Per month

1.2.1.4 Project officer Per month

1.2.1.5 Secondment Per month 32              6,000              192,000            

1.2.1.6 Financial assistant Per month 8                6,000              48,000              

1.2.1.7 Project assistant/Senior PA Per month

1.2.2 International long-term consultant Per month

1.2.3 International short-term consultant Per day 149             500                 74,500              

1.3 Per diems

1.3.1 International Per diem 569             186                 105,834            

1.3.2 Local (staff missions) Per diem 259             180                 46,620              

Sub-total 1 Human resources 1,052,554          

2 Travel

2.1 International travel Per return flight 234             500                 117,000            

2.2 Local transportation (within the beneficiary country of the project) Per trip 35              100                 3,500                

Sub-total 2 Travel 120,500            

3 Equipment and supplies for project beneficiaries/recipients 

3.1 Equipment Per item

3.2 Specify… Per item

Sub-total 3 Equipment and supplies for project beneficiaries/recipients  -                       

4 Local office

4.1 Vehicle costs Per month

4.2 Office rent and related charges Per month

4.3 Consumables - office supplies Per month

4.4 Office furniture and expenses Per month

4.5 Other services Per month

Sub-total 4 Local office -                       

5 Other costs, services

5.1 Publications Per item 17              2,000              34,000              

5.2 Studies/research Per item 28              5,000              140,000            

5.3 Auditing costs Per item

5.4 Evaluation costs Per item

5.5.1 Translation Per 250 words 2,629          53                  139,337            

5.5.2 Interpretation Per person/day 57              1,250              71,250              

5.6 Financial services (bank guarantee costs etc.) Per item

5.7 Cost of conferences/seminars Per event 33              2,316              76,434              

5.8 Visibility actions Per item 32              1,000              32,000              

Sub-total 5 Other costs, services 493,021            

6 Other

6.1 Grant -  Support Programme Activities Per item 24              10,000            240,000            

6.2 IT developement actions/tools Per item 10              15,000            150,000            

Sub-total 6 Other 390,000            

7. Total Direct eligible costs of the action (1+2+3+4+5+6) 2,056,075          

8. Administrative costs (maximum 7% of 7. Total direct eligible costs of the action) 143,925            

9. Total eligible costs (7 + 8) 2,200,000          

Budget for all Years


