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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING


CONCERNING COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF ARMS CONTROL

















INTRODUCTION

Through its political-military dimension, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) encourages military cooperation, especially cooperation of a regional nature, with the aim of strengthening trust among the participating states. The situation in the field of ​​the implementation of arms control mechanisms, as well as the functioning of this dimension of the OSCE, are an additional incentive for finding new forms of cooperation among the participating states in order to maintain an appropriate level of trust and preserve the acquired knowledge and experience in the field of ​​arms control. The need for the development of mechanisms for improving cooperation and maintaining the ability to implement arms control mechanisms was identified by the leaders of the Verification Centers during the informal Annual Workshop on Arms Control, which has been held since 2010. The agreement on launching a formal initiative of this format was reached at the Workshop held in 2024 in Zadar, where the willingness to deepen the cooperation in the field of arms control was expressed.

Considering the above,

Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Croatia, Ministry of Defence of Hungary, Ministry of Defence of Montenegro, Ministry of Defence of the Republic of North Macedonia and Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Slovenia (hereinafter "Participants");

Recognizing the importance of regional cooperation of neighboring countries in the field of arms control;

Recognizing the importance of preserving the knowledge and skills acquired during the years of implementation of arms control mechanisms;

Recognizing the importance of exchanging views on the future of arms control as a basis for cooperative security based on clear rules of conduct in the OSCE area;

In the spirit of openness and mutual understanding and within the framework of the legislation of states of the Participants;

Agreeing that this Memorandum of Understanding (hereinafter "MOU") serves as a framework for cooperation between the Participants in the field of arms control;

Have agreed upon the following:

SECTION 1
Purpose

The purpose of the MOU is to establish a mechanism for the cooperation of the organizational units of the Participants that are responsible for the implementation of the verification mechanisms of arms control (hereinafter verification centers) in order to increase situational awareness of the importance and possibilities of arms control, to establish a forum for a wider exchange of opinions in this field and an expert’s network for specific issues of arms control.

The Participants agree to strengthen relations between their verification centers in order to improve cooperation in the field of arms control with the aim of exchanging opinions on challenges in the field of arms control, presenting common positions and preserving acquired knowledge in the implementation of verification activities.


SECTION 2
Scope

The Participants do not intend to create any rights or obligations under international law by this MOU. This MOU is not intended to conflict with national or international law. Should such conflict nevertheless arise, the national or international law will prevail. The Participants notify each other in the event of any such conflict. This MOU does not constitute a treaty as defined by the 1969 Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties. 



SECTION 3
Areas of Cooperation

The Participants will cooperate in the following areas:

a) Exchange of knowledge in the area of arms control;
b) Exchange of best practices in the implementation of verification activities;
c) Exchange of experiences related to the organisation and management of arms control mechanisms;
d) Other areas of common interest that the Participants agree upon. 



SECTION 4
Forms of Cooperation

Cooperation between Participants will take place in the following forms:

1. Annual Workshop on Arms Control (hereinafter "AWAC").
2.  Participants can also implement the following forms of cooperation:
a)  experts’ lectures on arms control topics;
b)  organisation and implementation of joint verification exercise activities in their armed forces. 
3. 	Other mechanisms or forms subsequently identified and jointly supported by the Participants.



SECTION 5
Working Language

The working language will be English.



SECTION 6
Organisation of and Conducting the AWAC 

Regarding the organization of and conducting the AWAC the Participants have agreed on the following: 
a) AWAC will be held once a year;
b) the Host of the AWAC  is defined on the principle of rotation;
c) Verification Center of Hungary will be hosting the first AWAC, followed by the verification center of the Participant in alphabetical order of the names of the states of the Participants in English;
d) the date of the AWAC will be determined by the verification center hosting it in coordination with the verification centers of other Participants;
e) the verification center hosting the AWAC will send an invitation letter to the verification centers of other Participants in a timely manner,  with the Agenda and Work Schedule of the AWAC;
f) as a general rule, Participants will send up to three representatives of their verification centers to AWAC, unless otherwise agreed;
g) each AWAC will last two days, excluding the day of arrival of the delegations and the day of their return;
h) AWAC will consist of two parts: the first part in the form of a conference, and the second part in the form of a field activity under the arms control mechanisms;
i) The verification center of the Participant hosting the AWAC will prepare a report with the conclusions of the AWAC and distribute it to verification centers of other Participants.
 						

	
SECTION 7
Financial Aspects of AWAC

The Participant whose verification center is hosting the AWAC will bear all expenses of the attendants from the time they enter the venue until they leave the state where the AWAC is being held (accommodation, food, transportation during activities). 

AWAC attendants are responsible for their own travel expenses to and from the AWAC venue.


SECTION 8
Health Services

During their stay on the state territory of the Participant whose verification center is hosting the AWAC, all attendants will use health services under the same conditions as those provided to the military personnel of the host Participant and in accordance with the obligations under the Vienna Document 2011.


SECTION 9
Protection of Classified Information

During the implementation of this MOU classified information will neither be processed nor produced.








SECTION 10
Settlement of Disputes

Any dispute regarding the interpretation and implementation of this MOU will be resolved by consultations between the Participants and will not be referred to any national or international tribunal or third party for settlement. 



SECTION 11 
Amendments and Accession of a New Participant

This MOU may be amended in writing by the mutual consent of the Participants. Such amendments will enter into effect on the date of the last signature.

The accession of a new Participant to this MOU will be made through a Letter of Accession signed by the new Participant and the existing Participants.



SECTION 12
Final Provisions

This MOU will come into effect on the date of the last signature and will remain in effect for an unlimited period of time.

This MOU may be terminated at any time with the written consent of all Participants.

Any Participant may withdraw from this MOU by notifying the other Participants at least six months in advance of its intention to withdraw.

Notwithstanding termination or withdrawal from this MOU, the provisions of Section 7 (Financial Aspects of AWAC) and Section 10 (Dispute Resolution) will remain applicable until all outstanding payments and claims or other related matters are resolved.

This MOU is signed in five copies in the English language. 











	
FOR THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA


____________________________
	





Date: _______________________		
	 
Place: _______________________





	
	



		 


































FOR THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
OF HUNGARY


____________________________


Date: ________________________ 

Place: ______________________	











































FOR THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF NORTH MACEDONIA



____________________________


Date: _______________________

Place: ______________________










































FOR THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
OF MONTENEGRO

______________________________


Date: ________________________ 

Place: _______________________












































FOR THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA


_____________________________

Date:_________________________

Place:________________________
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