[bookmark: _GoBack]LETTER OF INTENT
BETWEEN
THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
OF THE REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA
AND
THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE
OF THE GRAND DUCHY OF LUXEMBOURG
CONCERNING 
THE COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF SPACE 

The Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Slovenia and the Minister of Defence of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg (hereinafter referred to as “the Signatories”),
With the intent to deepen a cooperative relationship in the space domain;
Acknowledging the critical role of Space in the execution of defence-related operations, missions, and activities;
Affirming the mutual advantages derived from cooperation on Satellite Communication (SATCOM), Earth Observation (EO), Space Situational Awareness (SSA) and other space-related services and capabilities;
Recognising the strategic benefits that SATCOM, EO and SSA affords at both operational and tactical levels for civil and military personnel and equipment;
Noting with concern the vulnerability of space systems to disruptions in contested, degraded, and operationally limited environments, including those arising from hostile actions, natural phenomena, electronic warfare etc;
Emphasising the pivotal importance of SATCOM, EO and SSA and other space-based capabilities and services in safeguarding national interests, facilitating service delivery, and bolstering global peace and security;
Hereby declare their intent to investigate improvement of the cooperation in the field of Space, with the following objectives:
· Evaluate the potential of GEO (Geostationary Earth Orbit) and MEO (Medium Earth Orbit) constellations to ensure secure, resilient, flexible, and managed connectivity for the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Slovenia and Slovenian Armed Forces;

· Explore opportunities to enhance personnel capabilities and deepen the understanding of advanced satellite communication systems;

· Investigate opportunities for leveraging new and emerging satellite services that enhance communications and data management capabilities;

· Investigate potential joint activities related to SSA in order to share services and information and potentially developing new common capabilities;

· Explore cooperation in the field of Space Based Earth Observation: sharing of technical data, products and services, including notably the cost-free provision of UNCLASSIFIED electro-optical earth observation data captured by the future LUXEOSys (Luxembourg Earth Observation System) for GEO-information, Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance purposes and Emergency Mapping. Identification of opportunities for the participation of personnel of both Participants in training, exercises and exchanges concerning GEO-information and the evaluation of imagery;

· Share information about activities in the field of Research and Technology;

· Designate a national focal point to coordinate all initiatives related to this Letter of Intention, ensuring streamlined communication and effective management.

The objective of this Letter of Intent is to state the willingness of the Participants to establish appropriate agreements and arrangements to facilitate this cooperation, subject to their respective national approvals processes, and within the framework of the applicable national legislation, and bilateral and international commitments of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg and the Republic of Slovenia, respectively.

The Signatories declare their intention to meet regularly, either in-person or via videoconference, to gain an understanding of each other’s programmes and to explore mutually beneficial opportunities. These meetings may include, but are not limited to, the presentation and discussion of potential new initiatives and their prioritisation; cooperation in identifying initiative-specific experts from each partner; and the facilitation of expanded international cooperation.

The Signatories acknowledge that signature of this document does not constitute a commitment to fund or participate in any cooperation, nor does it represent a legally binding commitment between the Signatories under international or domestic laws. Where further commitments are required, the Signatories will negotiate appropriate instruments, subject to their national approvals processes.

The exchange of information among the Signatories under this Letter of Intent is conducted in accordance with their respective national laws, regulations, and policies, including export control laws and regulations and international agreements concluded between the Signatories. Information shared under this Letter of Intent may not be disclosed or released to any third party, nor used for any purpose other than the conduct of the activities outlined in this Letter of Intent, without the prior written consent of the providing Signatory.

This Letter of Intent is signed at XX on this at XX day of XX in the year 2025, in two (2) original copies in English.
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