MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

between
the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning of the Republic of Slovenia,
and
the Ministry of Rural Areas, Agriculture and Homeland of Baden-Württemberg, Federal Republic of Germany, 

for the release of a lynx (Lynx lynx), named Fantom into the natural environment in the Black Forest region of Baden-Württemberg 

The Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning of the Republic of Slovenia
and

the Ministry of Rural Areas, Agriculture and Homeland of Baden-Württemberg, Federal Republic of Germany, 
 (hereinafter referred to as: the Participants),
· having regard to the fact that the Republic of Slovenia and the Federal Republic of Germany are Parties to the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (hereinafter referred to as: the Bern Convention),

· considering that the Republic of Slovenia and the Federal Republic of Germany intend, through the implementation of Article 11 of the Bern Convention, to conserve the population of the Eurasian lynx (Lynx lynx) within their territories, particularly in the Black Forest region in the Federal State of Baden-Württemberg and in the territory of the Republic of Slovenia,

· having regard to the provisions of Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora, the Nature Conservation Act of the Republic of Slovenia (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, Nos. 96/04, 61/06, 8/10, 46/14, 21/18, 31/18, 82/20, 3/22, 105/22, 18/23 and 97/25, as amended), and the relevant legislation of the Federal Republic of Germany in the field of nature conservation,

· considering that the Eurasian lynx is a protected species under the legal framework of the European Union, in particular pursuant to Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora,

· recognizing the importance of restoring the favorable conservation status of lynx populations and the key role of the transboundary exchange of genetically suitable individuals in establishing a broader metapopulation in Central and Western Europe, with the objective of ensuring long-term connectivity with the source Carpathian population,

· noting that a lynx cub, identification number 0503500082421, named Fantom, male, was found in the territory of the Republic of Slovenia after having been deprived of parental care,

· considering that the said individual was initially cared for at Ljubljana Zoo and was subsequently transferred to the specialized rehabilitation center Wildlife and Species Conservation Center Sachsenhagen in the Federal Republic of Germany,

· noting that, on the basis of an expert assessment, the individual has attained an appropriate level of physical fitness and behavioral independence and is therefore suitable for release into the wild,

· having regard to the initiative of the German Party to include the individual in the “Lynx Baden-Württemberg” project in the Black Forest region of the Federal State of Baden-Württemberg,

· based on the favorable expert opinions of the Slovenian institutions responsible for forestry and hunting and for nature conservation, which have concluded that the release into the wild in the Black Forest region of the Federal State of Baden-Württemberg of the lynx, identification number 0503500082421, named Fantom, a male individual deprived of parental care, is in the best interest of the animal’s welfare,
have decided as follows:
Paragraph 1
(Subject Matter of the Memorandum of Understanding)
The subject matter of this Memorandum of Understanding is the release of one Eurasian lynx (Lynx lynx), identification number 0503500082421, named Fantom, a male individual found within the territory of the Republic of Slovenia, into the natural environment of the Black Forest region in the Federal State of Baden-Württemberg, Federal Republic of Germany, within the framework of the “Lynx Baden-Württemberg” project, with the aim of contributing to the conservation of the species' population and strengthening its genetic diversity in Europe.
Paragraph 2
(Measures for the Protection and Monitoring of the Animal Following Release)
The Ministry of Rural Areas, Agriculture and Homeland of Baden-Württemberg intends, under this Memorandum of Understanding, to release the individual into the natural environment of the Black Forest region in Baden-Württemberg and to ensure appropriate monitoring of its condition for a period of at least three years in order to facilitate its adaptation.

Paragraph 3
(Conservation and Professional Standards)
Activities decided pursuant to this Memorandum of Understanding will be carried out in accordance with:
· the legal framework of the European Union;
· the national legislation of the Republic of Slovenia and the Federal Republic of Germany; and
recognized professional guidelines in the fields of nature conservation and animal welfare, in particular guidelines concerning the conservation and management of the Eurasian lynx.
Paragraph 4
(Allocation of Costs)
The Participants decided that all costs incurred prior to the signing of this Memorandum of Understanding in connection with the care, rehabilitation and transport of the lynx concerned, as well as all costs arising from its release, will be borne in full by the German Party.
Paragraph 5
(Further Cooperation between the Participants)
The Participants accept the possibility of future exchanges and releases of genetically suitable lynx from the Federal Republic of Germany to the Republic of Slovenia.
The Participants decided that, in all scientific, professional or public publications related to the release of this lynx individual, due recognition will be given to the cooperation between the Republic of Slovenia, the Federal Republic of Germany, and the Federal State of Baden-Württemberg.
Paragraph 6
(Settlement of Discrepancies)
Any discrepancies arising between the Participants concerning the interpretation or implementation of this Memorandum of Understanding will be resolved through negotiations or by other peaceful means mutually agreed upon by the Participants.
Paragraph 7
(Entry into Effect)
This Memorandum of Understanding will enter into effect on the date of its signature by both Participants.


Paragraph 8
(Final Provisions)
This Memorandum of Understanding is drawn up in two originals in English language.
Signed at __________________, on __________________
For the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning of the Republic of Slovenia
Acting Director of the Directorate for the Environment, Nature and Climate
Mag. Tanja Bolte
Signed at __________________, on __________________
For the Ministry of Rural Areas, Agriculture and Homeland of Baden-Württemberg
Head of the Directorate for State Forestry
Martin Strittmatter
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